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	THE MUSEUM The museum is housed in the former Royal Hospice of San Fernando, founded in 1673 at the initiative of Mariana of Austria, mother of Charles II of Spain. The final phase of the building’s construction (1721-1726) was carried out by the architect Pedro de Ribera during the tenure of the Marquis of Vadillo as Mayor of Madrid.
	For more than two centuries, the hospice provided shelter for orphans and beggars, serving as a centre where they learned a variety of trades in keeping with the ideals of the Enlightenment. It experienced alternating periods of hardship and prosperity until, in the early twentieth century, when it had fallen into a state of disrepair, its demolition was considered. Thanks to the intervention of the Royal Academy of Fine Arts of San Fernando, Madrid City Council acquired the surviving part of the building, including such distinctive features as the façade and the chapel, thereby saving it from demolition.

